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The latest news and updates from the UA Little Rock
Student Social Work Organization

If you haven't had the chance to personally meet our department chair, Dr. Kapp,
put this on your to-do list before you graduate. I can guarantee you two things:
you will at least have a new joke to stock your humor arsenal, or - the most likely
outcome - you will leave his office inspired. Dr. Kapp comes to our department
boasting 40 years in the field, after landing his first social work job at age 7.
(Insert rimshot here!). Dr. Kapp's career began in 1979. He earned his Bachelor of
Arts in Social Work from University of Wisconsin - Madison; his Master of Social
Work from the University of Michigan; and his Ph.D. in Social Science and Social
Work from Michigan State University. 
 
While some of us feel called to social work, it seems social work chose him. His
main priority upon entering the field was simply  job security; however, Dr. Kapp
quickly 'caught the social work bug' during his time working with DDS in Iowa as
a social worker with juvenile offenders. Since then, he has never looked back.
Along the way, Dr. Kapp has served in several capacities, and during his time at
the University of Kansas in particular, he held almost every position, including
dean. New opportunities and family connections brought Dr. Kapp to Little Rock.
And speaking of family, Dr. Kapp is married, has a daughter in her 30's, a son in
his 20's and a six-year old grandson. Dr. Kapp was attracted to the UA Little
Rock's social work department because of its quality training and standards and
rich legacy. Additionally, he is continually impressed by the faculty's
commitment to students. One of Dr. Kapp's priorities is to work with community
partners to strengthen our program and support students in reaching their goals,
and most importantly, graduating. 
 
When asked what his best advice is for students, Dr. Kapp replied, "Be aggressive
consumers of your education. When possible, pursue topics that are of interest
to you. So write papers, make presentations...about your area of interest. If you
are unsure about your area of interest, pursue multiple topics.  To learn that an
area does not appeal to you, is nearly as important as finding an favorite area.
Also, stay in touch with your professors. If you have a question about an
assignment or a concern or even a suggestion, let them know. Do this early and
often. Each of you also have an adviser that is here to help you. This is not a
place where we try to weed out our students. The faculty and staff of this School
are committed to your success and information that you provide them may makes
it easier for them to support you." In true Dr. Kapp fashion, it would be
appropriate to close with a bit of humor, but I will close with gratitude. Thank
you for your leadership and service to our department.

Faculty Spotlight:
Stephen Kapp, Ph.D

By Tameka Seals

OCT - DEC 2019:
SOCK + WINTER 
CLOTHES DRIVE

OCT 18:
LITTLE ROCK 
PRIDE FEST
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

NOV 16:
NATIONAL EATING DISORDERS
ASSOCIATION WALK

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

We are proud to present the first

issue of The Advocate, the official

newsletter for the Student Social

Work Organization. The Advocate

will be published monthly and

include profile features, upcoming

events, and articles relevant to the

field of social work.  We hope you

find our publication both insightful

and informative! Happy reading!

 

 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  U P C O M I N G  
E V E N T S  O R  W A Y S  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E ,  P L E A S E  
V I S I T :  W W W . U A L R S S W O . C O M

OCT 7 @ NOON:
SSWO MEETING
GUEST SPEAKER:
DR. LAURA DANFORTH ON
ADVOCACY & 
THE AR DEPT OF EDUCATION
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Quick Stats:
Born in Los Angeles, CA

Graduated from Lakeside High School in 2007

Holds B.A. in Psychology & Sociology from UCA

President, Student Social Work Organization
Jackie's Story
In 2010, I married Justin Fowler, a United States Marine. In 2011, 
he left for deployment to Okinawa, Japan. In September of that 
year, about a month before he was due back home, Justin was in
 an accident where he suffered a traumatic brain injury. He was in 
a coma. Justin was transferred from Japan, to San Diego, and finally
back home to Little Rock to the McClellan VA where we spent the next nine months of our lives. Justin 
had a very poor prognosis with zero to little chance of waking up and if he did wake up doctors said he would be in a
vegetative state. That prognosis never changed, so towards the end of those nine months, I decided that the most ethical thing
for me to do was to let Justin go. His parents did not agree with my decision, so they took me to court. They were loving
parents trying to save their son and they did what any parent would do. The judge ruled in my favor and Justin was taken off of
life support. He died two weeks later on August 16, 2012, a week after his 22nd birthday. There were doctors, nurses, NCIS
investigators, Marines, preachers, the list goes on, that walked in and out of Justin’s hospital room throughout that time, but
the one person I remember to this day was the social worker that was assigned to our case. At 21 going through a tragedy, a
social worker was the person that kept me going. She was more than helpful and above all, she was kind. She cared about us. I
hope to be just half the social worker she was to someone else one day. 
 

Advice to Students
There’s going to be a point in your first year where you think to yourself, WHAT THE HELL AM I DOING? A point where you’re
flat out exhausted and ready to give up. My advice to you is KEEP. ON. GOING. How do you keep on going? Don’t let it take
over your life. Make time for yourself, your friends, and your family. Go get that drink on a Monday night. Put your homework
aside on a Saturday and go do!!! On the day of my MSW orientation, Dr. Crisp stated, “you can’t pour from an empty cup.” I
never forgot that. We can’t help others without taking care of ourselves. Remember that!
 

Plans After Graduation 
The week following graduation, I’ll be on the beach in Puerto Vallarta with unlimited Mexican food and margaritas. That’s my
plan! I’ll worry about licensure and a job when the time comes :)
 

 

 

 

 

Do you feel overwhelmed and are unsure about how to navigate school life? Or,
perhaps, you have learned how to manage your time and studies and you have valuable
advice to offer others?  If either of these sound like you, the Student Social Work
Organization welcomes you to sign up to receive a mentor or mentor others. The
newly established mentoring program offers students the opportunity to build lasting
relationships and partner together for success! The commitment is simple and is a
tangible way to uphold our social work value of the importance and centrality of
human relationships. We are better together. For more information or to sign up,
please contact: Jackie Fowler at: jfowler@ualr.edu

Student Spotlight:
Jackeline Fowler

Get Involved: SSWO Launches 
Mentoring Program

If you would like to submit an article or event for an upcoming issue of The Advocate, please contact:
 Tameka Seals at tlwhite4@ualr.edu.  

Spring 2020
Registration
Advising Begins October 2nd
and Registration Opens
October 28th
All students must be advised in order
to register. The list of students and
advisors can be found at
http://bit.ly/ualrsswadviser. Your
advisor will reach out to you to
schedule an appointment. 


